EXCLUSIVE!
TIM COOK'S
VERDICT
ON THE
PROMOTION

RACE

THE MAIDENHEAD UNITED
FANZINE WITH VALUE
ADDED READING




INTRODUCTION

wialeame to Issue 2 of Born & Bred, thanks for sticki_nq wiiﬁh s f
| ‘ o o 1: if you didn t, where the hell were you? Thﬁlﬁ W e ca)
bough’ '_S_il‘ the same style as the first, focusing on Maidenhead Uni:
) ot reserving some space for Reading, a fair reflection of my SUBSSHES
WhitSL (83510 ije";ast «ix weeks. Thanks to all those who have contribiie:
o this issue il ook forward to more forthcoming for issue 3. _ '
¥ # few copies of issue 1 are still avallgble for 75p (inc. p&p) rory
::'_]I;WSS heiow. Copies may also be av_a‘llable from the club s 1op, whi
il hopefully stock this and all other editions. At least two more edifie

e nlanned for this season, provisionally they will appear on 25th

=DDIE TORIAL

I'he subject of this piece is one topical at both York Road and Elm Park &l
the moment, namely loyalty and commitment Two qualities which form the
bottom line of any Supporters critique, how often have you heard the cry of *
don't care what happens as long as so and so shows plenty of loyaity anc
commitment
Obviously in the case of Reading | am talking about Mark McGhee 3 mar
Whpse loyalty and commitment to the club during December was fait by the
| Mmajonty of supparters to be so lacking that his departure to Leicester seems to
' have cast a shadow of his achievements at Reading which lead to him beinc

arguably the club's best ever manager. However | for one will be gving him 2
a warm welcome if he ever returns to Eim Park as | feel he was let down badly by
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hahits aover |
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-nd 8th April, subscription to these s available from the address be

the club in the six months preceding his departure.

After all where was the board's loyalty and commitment to McGhee no new
improved contract was forthcoming when he brought the champianship to
Reading, despite only having peanuts to spend on players for three vears
Then although crowds had by now more than doubled, the board refused to
show their commitment to further progress by providing McGhee with the funds
to patch up his injury stricken squad, and furthermore the board went onto
betray the fans by telling McGhee to go and talk to Leicester after he had
declared his disinterest in the job. Even when his overnight change of heart is
considered, it should be remembered that his reward for joining Leicester was
the chance to secure his family's future, surely the people he should be
showing loyalty and commitment to first and foremost Sa good luck Mark and
see you In the Premier League next season!

At York Road loyalty and commitment on and off the pitch has been readily
forthcoming in recent weeks Off the piteh Bob Hussey and his team of

ust £1 (i.e. p&p free’).

Al correspondence will be considered for publication. All articles withis
reflect only the view of the author, and the right if reply is offered to & Il
concerned. Thanks again for buymg this fanzine, the {"]"r-}l'it'-:_:ll]Z::_':-.._’_:_'_. J
1o to Maidenhead United F.C.. in the form goal sponsorship at the rate of
£1 pel league goal scored (backdated to the beginning of this season).

Happy reading.
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- 22Ut HAS BEEN  PRODUCED WITH THE INVALUABLE |

volunteers (you know who you are), have put some amazing effort over short
period of time, installing fences and seats to ensure that all important A
grading will be achieved. On the pitch there have been yet more A grade
perfarmances with potential defeats turned into draws (Newbury and Staines),
and potential draws turned Into victories (Ruislip Manor). However throughout
this period John Watt has had terrible selection problems with virtually every
first team player suffering injury or suspension lately. Yet fringe players such
as Franny Araguez, Kevin Brown and Nick Ribeiro have clearly benefited from
an extended run in the team and so maintained the promotion challenge with
some sterling performances. Also encouraging is the commitment of long term
injury sufferers Paul McDowell and Paul Dadson, they are to be found cheenng
on their team mates without fail every Saturday. Such is the team spint at
Maidenhead currently that it seems success won't elude the Magpies for lack of
trying. Support your local team. STEVE JINMAN
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In the face of mounting criticism of my photographic skills, that I am
unable to capture a goal on film, ! have decided that it's about time I
restored some of my wounded pride and reputation. After only a few hours
of diligent searching, I unearthed this picture, which I'm sure you-l]
agree 15 a superlative photo of a Maidenhead goal, pin-sharp and clearly
showing both posts, the bar, stanchions and net. 1 hope this puts an end
once and for all to these unjust and unfounded allegations and 1 can now
proceed around the ground without fear of suffering hurtful taunts. For
those doubters who think this picture must be a one-off, [ have plenty
like it; interested persons are welcome to take a look at them.

15 - - -
el

L

MARK LEONARD (Match Photographer)




B 1 | BANTE R Serks & Bucks Cup MAIDENHEAD 2 (Dadson 2) WOKINGHAM 1
e A home win in a cup match at last (the fifth attemptﬂthi'::. season). I1he
game was won thanks to an accomplished first half performance from
"a scrappy affair against a \Wortha lt;m?i%':wo SiSrom & a0l SRR O RHBLIRIG S G $erOn RauAgHS bues
United won thanks to an Opporm 1‘ ;-"fr“"_ ng Ry 1€ | own came oo late to prevent United from progressing into the 15t
version of Paul WarhursL -' *l | ound proper and another home draw, against Reading For once fans
-+ pratt. who diverted a shot ~  Vermor protests_ calling for the marnager to be sacked came from the opponent s
: 555 , ,° m’*,ﬁ-ﬂ Jameg fans, although Wokingham became yet ancther team to benefit from a
Sritchard int gin of fJICtOI'Y Ioo_kt?d like being more footballing iesson at Yok Road as they like Worthing havu:’at lost sulrr-'-‘-r
Jocisive until Mickey Creighton went off with a back injury, United holding their visit. ' b

: (o their lead despite the appearance of Mark Fatgut sorry Falce, R

ol

: MAIDENHEAD 4 (Dadson, Pratt =, brown) RUISLIP MANOR 2
NEWBURY » MAIDENHEAD 2 (Norman, Araguez) inevitably this game will forever be overshadowed by the ternible injury

——————

A hardworking performance from the Magpies earned them a pojn suffered by Paul Dadson in the second half, but having seen the resilience
saainst a Newbury side who were considered by those present shown by Paul since than | know ['li be seeing him b-ack in Magpies shirt
ather better than thelr leagué position suggested, although the game was sometime in 1995. In the meantime its great to see you on lhe tefraces
no way near as one <ided as some believed (see THAT MAN TALKS cheering the lads on
~OLLOCKS 3), Maidenhead nearly winning it with a late effort from Andy The game itseif was a topsy turvy affair with United letting a 3-1 leac
cmith Off the nitch Newbury showed they were at the cutting edge of slip, but just when it looked like the points would be shared up steppec
~ew stadia design with their portable (I kid you not} terracing, apparently Kevin Brown headed a late winner, an spectacular debut goal for the club.
<con you won't have to change ends at half time, ground staff will I He'd probably describe it something like this: “Well | was proceeding tn an
vheel vou round "4 easterly direction when | saw this white projectiie coming over, spotlil:g

| some innocent bystanders in yellow shirts, | leaped and diverted the
> | ) 2 _ projectile into a handily placed net some twenty yards away, beating this

2rriving at the ground with Murdo in good time, we paid the ferrymanio idiot in a green shirt who thought he couid catch”. What a goal, even
take us across the lake masquerading as a car park and found ourselves Murdo was left speechless, at last a victory over Ruislip Manar.
at one of the worst grounds I've ever attended. B e of grass - T
the pitch and aln'nogst total lack of terracin ff 'tare'll}l"la ’T."‘ ' UXBRIDGE 1 MAIDENHEAD Z(2he o)
' \ UL 0 B - Both teams shook any il effects from Xmas to provide an entertaiiing

spoiled the game . bi At ; ol o
d . but at least it could honestly be said that MagRISSES game. Upited had enough ~hances to win the game but considerning the

packed the terrace behind the goa o f |
- : ' : | | — : | (g - ST rats T b &\
Aith Ll s selection problems a draw was jusl about a satisfactory resuil

J IT{"f = . . -, - fag ¢ . : -
sminat ' l'-ij urpablc: ‘c play their usual passing game, == narticularly pleasing nole Was e noalscoring return of Nick Ribetro afel
aominateqg > ' ' : NTHE * | i Ty . e ;
raee i b-'mplt bul effective tactic of hoofing the be Int a long spell in he 1eseives, he certainly seemed giad 0 be Dack. #usc
yLomers winning a place kick of some sort and then execusin thanks must go to Steve Craxford who tried fo give his old club an early

'.'J ‘:r' F:“ ' l

f&ﬂ‘:‘a‘_;* 1 - |~ . ¢ - rrmay | | _ - ‘ . : =
Maident e b?[ plays, a ploy which twice gave them ine€ lead with a bizarme own goal neal misSs. Talking point of the game
wWigidernnean aaualising - - - i thE . |
first fi | JI“ “quaiising at the end of each half Paul Dadson Tifngss occurred when three cars were announced to be blocking the car park.
1St rom clos r | . : . o | ‘ : - B

L se range after Vernon Pratt (in his own words), SBESEEES wher their numbel s were given fiv= people walked out. Very stange

WEEPEIS Nead, and Peter McNamee doina likewi ith just two IT
. ter McNamee doing likewise with just twosl .
remaming - A ASE 7 | _ TV = - i alr NGS

s ,.”.:*1 '{, vever United almost won the game in injury time althe Mf_\_lDbNHL.AQ_L@pL.IjO} BASINGS (QKI:? - - |
maul VicUowell Was one man grate;fm for a draw hﬂVlng been it . A 5011y end (o the yeal. ‘\fu”rmn Nick Ribeto I\IIULK#J N a sSunglig
by Murde swhes - AL - P : : L kit the BAar | : ‘o | Initad would go onto
'y Murdo when Macea's ate equaliser went in Tyrone Houston effort whit h hit the bar, it looked hke LUnted S




.~ this vital top of the table ciash. However the game lurned with just te
| - | : : 'L Ler
.« Inft when Eddie Doyle was adjudged to have picked up a b -
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sverybody's favourite fat bloke, ret Charlie Brakspear. ‘@
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nass 0y | | toke
rod from the resulting free kick, and went onto hit two sucker pUnch,
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< Maidenhead pressed forward looking for the winner. Odd sight arf
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4~y a man with a stupid hat on claiming to be Paul McDowell.
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VIAIDENHEAD 2 (Norman, Araguez<pen>) TOQTING & MITCHAM G
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1995 got off to a great start with this first ever league win over T@;

','r'l 1.|"
= L W

attend to several nosebleeds. Played on a hard surface the game was
~stantly forgettable, but with the team roared on by the second hi'g:h'
crowd of the season this hopefully Is the way things will continue at York
Road in 1995

S i e e N s

ok the Magpies to second place, causing Jim Barrs to have 0

WIVENHOE 1 MAIDENHEAD 1 (Ribelro)
point from this "Surrey Awayday” (sorry Andy), when the

it =
--"_-.....'l-. U

performance deserved all three. Nick Ribeiro's goal (his third in four
games) gave United an early lead which they were unable to capitalise on,

Deing denied by a superb goalkeeping display from the Town No.1 and a
strange refereeing decision, the Magpies were forced to allow Wivenhoe
o extend their unbeaten run to seven matches, although they still looked
IIKe a team struggling against relegation. '

—'ghiignt of the day was the unveiling of the "Klinsman" to celebrate the
st goal, to protect the innocent I'll simply refer to the performers as an
njured Brummie midfielder, a Leeds supporting committee member a da
‘al Sctolsman. Leaping onto the pitch they raced over to the corner flag
ana dived Tull length along the turf. whilst a bemused Ribeiro wondered
Wiy nobody was looking at him.

1 'he game continued with Maidenhead making most of the runningd

:'J,-'w;arae Houston dominating the ight flank so well he was “”P

f.“f r

T .r-' .

Jidying as a winger. However the closest Maidenhead came to extendir
Hieiriead came midway through the second half when Jim Pritchard Bea
50 _:"rj.-rﬁi.dt’.'rf‘,"'.r“ldf?:."f} and the keeper with a mazy run, only to see his |.
eenegoniine line. Shortly after, Wivenhoe equalised, but United fOUgRES
1o the end 'or @ winner, stretching the Town defence time and time agai
l.ij',i__[';‘W:“J“”: vall eventually hit the back of the net it was inexplicabiy
“'i“LU Ifm‘-ffi >poiling Murdo's Roger Milla impression at the GRS
1@H), and so Maidenhead had to settle for a draw

STEVE JINMAR

One Fixture

UNITED THEY STAND

M
NAME: Mark Leonard
AKA: Lawrence L.ogic

FIRST GCAME - 1990/1 wv. Hampton

BEST GAME - 1994/5 Wembley 0 Maidenhead 5

WORST CAME - 1993/4 Windsor 1 ’
: . Maide .
BEST SEASON:- 1990/1 g

FAVOURITE CURRENT PLAVER - James Pritchard

FAVOURITE PAST PLAYER: Cliff Al leyne

BEST GOAL: Danny Pedley's v. Dorking 1994 /5

WHAT DO YOU THINK OF MAIDENHEAD'S PRESS COVERAGE?
Richard Copeman does a good job but there i's f:.GD

much coverage of Marlow in the Maidenhead Adv |

| vert .
BEST GROUND: TOOTING & MITCHAM o
WORST GROUND: STAINES AND WINDSOR

LEAGUE TEAM SUPPORTED: READINC

PREDICTIONS FOR 1995: Hopefully promotion.

NAME: Murdo Mcl.eod

AKA: The man with the flag

I"IRST GAME: About 1983 v. Wembley

BEST GAME: 1994/5 Billericay 3 Maidenhead 5

WORST GAME: 1992/3 Maidenhead 0 Wokingham 5

BEST SEASON: 1994/5

FAVOURITE CURRENT PLAYER: Peter McNamee

FAVOURITE PAST PLAYER: Kevin Tilley

BEST COAL: Either of James Pritchard's long range goals

at Wembley 1994/5
WHAT DO YOU THINK OF MAIDENHEAD'S PRESS COVERAGE?

Cood when Richard Copeman does 1C
BEST CGROUND: BOGNOR
WORST GROUND: STAINES
[LEAGCUE TEAM SUPPORTED: LEEDS |
PREDICTIONS FOR 1995: A top Si1X place this season.

MAIN TALKS___B;O_L_L.QQ}(S

No. 4 Matthew Lorenzo

"Hello and welcome to the Carlton matr::lj and _tgday
vou'll be seeing another cracking Endslelgh Divison
involving Derby and Wolves, coming Lo YOu
only on Carlton, after the break.”

THA'T

live and exclusive
Need we go on?




ELM PARK EAR

Well much has happened at EIm Park since Issue 1. but at least n,
s coaching staff ClrISIS preClpn‘dted by Mark MCGhees departurg
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heen partially solved by the appointment of Jimmy Quinn and

oding as joint managers. My views on McGhee's departure aret w
:-q.ﬂng olse! where. but | think its now time 1o draw a vell over this tur ul
~ffair and get behind the new coaching team (whatever its final form)

the team the maximum support In these trying times.
oncentrating on matter on the field of play, the team has still & en
the -esults to maintain play off contention despite the terrible w”, =
~risis. If anybody is unhappy with the current level of performance, just
ook wh‘..t s happened to poor old Swindon (haha) who are now battling e
oid the drop after being one of the promotion candigates in the autur nn. I
For example the Boxing Day bore draw with Luton was hardly great
ﬂ nertamment but another point was gained, against the country’s best
side. at least the game was livened up by the guest appearances ‘of
:erde: s' Sanjay as ref and Coronation Street's Samir moonlighting in
the Luton no.7 shirt. In fact Division One seems to be full of celeb@"’
ookalikes, who can forget the ref against Burnley, surely he's the bastard
brother of Anthony Hopkins, no wonder he didn't flinch when a South
Banker ran onto the pitch to ask how much time was left.

Anyway as | was saying although the football at EIm Park hasn't béen
exactly a joy to watch lately, with the honourable exception of the gan ,,.,_{ f
the decade against Wolves (who got what they were owed from day eneol
the season with seconds), Reading have shown that they can still oMo
places like Port Vale and Sunderland and win, and when a proper defenc
can be fielded allowing midfielders like Gooding and Jones to re i'T:C
their most effective positions, it should be back to the heady days of
>eptember and October again. nopefully in time to clinch a play off SPOt
and march onto Wembley and the Premier League. Come on you i
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ALL ABOUT ALDERSHOT

m

Maidenhead's long awaited fixture at the "wreck” just aroung the
~rrar here's a rough guide to the day, followed by the sorry tale o.f-,w
;‘:ai Jisit to the place which used to be home fo the British Army (the main |
b son why a small town like Aldershot could support a league team for so

With

long) : .
j’dgrghot traditional rivals of Reading F.C., and the first league club to

a0 bust for 30 years (haha), are as you prqbgply Know having a somewhat
sverage season after their romp through divisions 2 and 3. At last they've
-eached the stage when they don't simply have to turn up to win, and
£ irthermore seem unlikely to have a major say In the promotion el |
supporter discontent is reportedly high, with the players (who |'ve heard
.ren't exactly happy with the manager) being glad of the “cage” leading to

o 'ﬂ

—

I
the dressing rooms at Newbury to protect them from the wrath of their own |

upporters after their defeat there eariier this season. Unsurprisingly )
gates have fallen, still this will almost certainly be the best ground and .l
biggest crowd, United will play before this season. l

il
v

L

The Recreation Ground Is fairly easily accessible by both car and train: -r}
By train fravel via Reading, admiring several big houses where rich people
Ive near Ascot, alight at Aldershot and make the five minute walk to the "}t

ground. By car travel via Bracknell, Camberley and Farnham to Aldershot,
fhe ground being fairly easy to find with plenty of parking available. Fast'
'ood freaks will be ecstatic to know that there is a drive in Burger King
near the ground to compound the thrill of the drive in Kentucky which you
should pass when driving through Bracknell. ‘
~ Enter the ground through the park gate style turnstiles, and pause on
e other side to admire the floral clock. Follow the right hand path,. past
r_rf.{? nghlf_:itreef end” (not a good place to stand as you will feel like yﬂﬂlﬂl
:ur valening park football, probably quite apt for Division 3 however).
umt are plentiful on either side of the ground but | recommend that yot
fr:;cr:%d und%r yes under) the Railway Line stand take your place on the
d;j::li;ii "I(ﬂf r?latyon to fDiadora League grounds) Kop which has "-!;f‘:ll
"-?'T-HD?-;“ '*IML*JJ' :* QN“‘lQ”maxtmum volume to chants such as “Come on you
s, muenhead‘ z‘md ‘Roffey had it covered', and keeping you dry.
which | predict will see Danny Pedley return to the form
“orresponding fixture at York Road, leading the Magpies
SIve 3-1 victory. See you in the bar afterwards. '
STEVE JINMAR

ne showed in the ¢
L0 @ cComprehen

ALDERSHOT 3 READING 1
THE DAWNING OF THE GREY AGE

The date was 27th November 1990, the venue the Recreation Ground
for that all important Preliminary Round Group Match (Southern Section)
in the Leyland Daf(fy Duck) Cup. Already both teams were cut of the
proper cups (Reading losing to non league Colchester oh the shame of 143
ana oul serious promction contention. Moreover with Aldershot losing
thelr having created a competition record by losing 10-1 in their first group
game against Southend, surely this was the point when lan Porterfield
could turn his lack lustre Reading team around and set the team on the
road to Wembley to at least give this piss poor season some meaning. |
couldn't have been more mistaken.

With Aldershot actually taking some pride in their performance in what
was after all a local derby, they raced into a two goal lead and by half time
looked easy winners. This was confirmed when the final whistle sounded
with the score at 3-1. Quite easily the worst parformance I've seen from
Reading, even the jeers of “going broke", and “Spencer is a con man”
couldn't lift the gloom. This was the night when this particular season
ended (in November for God's sake).

The Aldershot supporters went home happy at their first victory over the
royals in over 18 years, a big boost in their ultimately doomed fight
against liquidation. For Reading supporters, one saving grace was the
debut of the Archmeister, Stuart Lovell, who could have guessed what a
player he would turn out to be. However the following May the magic man
came down from the north and began to cast his spell which slowly but
surely would lift the club out of their seemingly eternal slough of
despondency and on to the dizzy heights of the championship and taik of
Premiership football coming to Reading. Nothing was further from my
mind that night.

On the way home the car radio announced that John Major was to
become the new Prime Minister. Since Aldershot's last victory over
Reading, Britain had suffered under the prime ministerial yoke of Heath,

Wilson, Callaghan and Thatcher, that night Reading fans got a sneak
proview of the banal, depressing life with the proud to be grey Y-front man

newly installed at No.10. Let's hope Maidenhead don't make it a repeat

performance on the 28th January.
STEVE JINMAN




CIGARETTES & ALCORHOL
:I:E{E_EJHIL ADK]N§ RAGE chants of "there's only one John MAIDD..  elcC.

was pitiful. Especailly considering Readings

MAD ! !

millionaire chairman had told McGhee to talk TO

ey pmmmnly'dCCUSGd the Maidenhedd fane Leicester about the vacancy (and not finding the

~oing fickle.. well he obviously hasn't beepn cash for a pay rise for the highly successful and

o popular manager) .
T {3 _ Ea .j 1 [] L .

o __-;r__ll-l.:'_*.:;_“ Sundd‘}? _[ Lf‘avelled over tO Elm Park ,_'.rf

MocGhee seems to be securing his future

- . (obviously not secure at Elm Park) MATDe skl
-~ Berkshires second team playing Wolves. |
| So who's the real wanker?...you decide. 1 know
what 8 game 1 L wWas.
” who gets my vote!

. into more detall on the skills of I_OYAL ROYAL

of Quinn, Lovell and Co. but I'm sure

teve will have done SO elsewhere. 3 nd' Moy
Ny WaVvy wavey

Now I'm not a regular visitor to Reading NO. GAMES ATTENDED PER SEASON: All home and the odd away
half a dozen games a season) but I am a4 member SUPERSTITIONS: | always park my car in the same place and it | come
from the Oxford Road | walk up Belmont Road.”

WHERE DO YOU STAND AND WHY: At the Tilehurst end slightly to
“ , the left of the goal due to a combination of tradition and superstition
Me and four mates made 1t to Elm Park | FIRST GAME: 1978 Reading 2 Hull 0, some Hull player called
of time, eager to be seen on tele Hoolickin got sent off, and the bloke behind me shouted "Fairy al
and to rip the pf , Lawrie Sanchez for the entire game.
B 11}{:1@ PSS UL O BEST GAME: 1994/5 Reading 4 Wolves 2
lohn de Wolf (John de Donkey more like). WORST GAME: 1988/9 Reading 0 Wigan 3 (including a Karl tisey

BUt a8 soc S o |
e 200N as we got to our spot (I may not be own goai)

a regular, BEST SEASON
don't you?) the ar FAVOURITE CURRENT PLAYER: Adrian Williams
N ¢ Songs had started. ALL TIME FAVOURITE PLAYER: Jimmy Quinn

'Y oLonger "Mark McGhee is magic" Oh no BEST GOAL: Billy Whitehurst v. Bolton 19388

oh-er!)and enjoy the attractive style they

OUt you always stand in the same place

W it' “"Mark McGhee's a wanker" With the BEST GRQUND: Highbury

.-~I.

WORST GROUND: Griffin Park, Brentford ; |
WHAT DO YOU THINK OF READING'S MEDIA COVERAGE: Mendian

McChee had done for the club I coverage is excellent. Did you know Clive Baskerville lives two dear
€ deserved better yhan that! down from me!
BEST KIT: Last season away Kit of blue and yellow hoops

OTHER TEAM SUPPORTED: Liverpool .-
PREDICTIONS FOR 1995: Reading to finish 7th, Blackburn to win (e
Premier League, and Leicester (o stay up.

13 ] — o — :

‘+tian conducting the fans!
ATter alil
Lhought
His dChelvements we

edition. Ang re chronicled in our last

LO champion John MA Dejski with




||
B&B,
] goOl
an ® 3 tter

vou uWup on
]

hold of a copY of issue 1 of "Born and
careful mthought
invitation to wrilte
rhis point inform you that I
| to tell. ['ve written Co many Magazina
. the past who specialise 1n hel_ping people 11
heir personal problems, alas WLthout any success
.me nine months ago I met the girl of my dreams’
~al stunner. We hit 1t off 1nstantly anad?‘m S,
of days she moved 1n with me. o
love.
we went for a drive and pulled

little country pub 1n Iver. All was
popped out for a leak. A man stopped
me and informed me that every Dbloke 1in the pub
had screwed my girl, he went onto describe how
used to appear as a stripper 1n the pub, often
taking part in sordid lesbian acts. My confidant
bore me no malice, but just felt that 1 should
know what I was letting myself 1n for.

On returning to the bar, I couldn t help noticing
everyone looking at us, some were even laughing

giggling, whispering "I've had her".
returned home I confronted her with the Ctruth,
and she admitted everything and a lot more besides,
put 1 loved this girl so dearly, 1 was prepared
let bygones be bygones, nothing I thought could
come between us, until I found something out that
was so horrific, so terrible 1 left her immediately
ana vowed never to see her again.

[t was sunday evening, [ could sense she had
something to tell me, something very serious,
i a.-.n:-;:-:rll*?.:. WIrong. we sat quietly for a while,
suddenly she turned and looked at me., she stared
directly into my eyes, unable to speak. 1 begged
{re-;r to reveal all insisting that whatever had
depened I would always love her, and with tears
tlowing from her eyes she at last let slip this
dreadful secret.

}mm: she told me changed my life forever. The
bitch, that rotten despicable woman, after Cthe
best nine months in my life she turned to me
and confessed. . to being a Wycombe Wanderers

fan. 1]*'1‘“(4{1‘1 that day to this I've hated that bloody
woman !

| Breagn .
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have a very
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Yours sincerely. Trevor Kingham.
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MARK FE SMITH'S COMEBEDY &

well 'I'revor
of your 11ife
correctly. By tChe
game, a friendly at VYork
was booked but vou had
players, did this mean
hour Of Injury Lime?
3&B,

T'hankyou for
enjoved reading.

obvious|y
but at

LIis was a
least YOl
way |

Lraumat1c perliod |
resolved this affair |
heard vyou refereed a
Road before Xmas, nobody

Lo talk to a couple of
there was nearly half an
Only joking!

55(3U£““CJ me your fanzine which 1
vy . [have enclosed the Newbury report
b 4l asKed ror. The ¢ at | = 3
head was in the f:?]ir‘])l'/’y i‘#;:f()r:’hitheln V@: 15&:61’1' M;ngen
| _ - SE€ds you lost 2-1]
at home to Whyteleafe in December

.ll]D be honest I'm not a Newbury fan and never
will be. Instead last Tuesday I went to see the
ceam 1 support, Thatcham (I live nearer), beat
Petersfield 6-0, and then on Saturday beat Brocken-
hurst 3-0 to go top of the league. 1
Last night they thrashed Hungerford
the Berks & Bucks Cup.
Just because Newbury have signed a load of past
LL Reading players the local paper has been giving
Cthem blanket coverage and even though Thatcham
are top of their league it hardly gets mentioned.
Newbury's loyal supporters have only been watching
them si1nce last March and when Newbury couldn't
play a Faraday Road, did their supporters go,
did they fuck. Yours hoping you beat the wankers
at York Road, Matthew Frost.

>-1 away

1N

B&B -
Talks
for the Magplies on

Cheers for the report Matthew (see That Man
Bollocks No.3), feel free Lo come and cheer

8th April. o et e Ee

qot

Lhe

[1C)

Day wil |

Professional grim northerner and
remalning
bone. . .
Whalt

They
absolutely useless on
HOW

bulb®?
They couldn't say

Jeader of the last
tunns

punk project THE FALL, tickles your

has a three pin plug and Manchester Unlted

common’
hboth pertform

In a | .‘ g
brilliantly 1in BEurope but are

the continent.

officials does 1L take LO | 1ght

change a

many A

if Alan Sugar wants

it all depends

| iaht bulb chanaed. b -
would like Lo contirm rhat . Lh;}i‘ht'

truth whatsoever 1N the rumour | ;;c-i - y

«oon be changing 1ULs nName to Bruce

is absolutely
Match of the
Fixlit.
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find enclose the latest 1ssue of ‘”"['1-_1-‘;31:..E
| S

Y one Reggie Harris", without doubt the o J LM BARRS TOP T P <
- in the Diadora League Iif not the wWesgars res B&B 1s proud to announce that Maidenhead's jovial
. physio, the man with ‘the nheal ing hands, Jim Barrs has
gyour new publication 1n WSC, —and ERGHE a 2‘1"”“‘1“1. L? ey fdow A8 Silk cut for five minutes to
:kﬁa_:* :nterested 1n seelng llfe LN Di-vj;_g_iif ,],_itr: qi _.&).Qme ;:'T Che most prized secrets of his trade.
the eyves of fanatical Aveley fang ap laxke 1L away Ji1m. .. Y
| it makes Division 1 seem almost 1 jles
,':'.!".*:..T'Hl'i""".. try not to get relegated 1f vou can &
- nretty shitty down here I can tell you.
. ueed to exchange copies with Shaggin Magpjes . _
for a couple of seasons but Cthings seemed to haye D B § Amil Nitrate gives
dried up their end of late. }:lave they ceaseqd > | A "% M you a hard on
-rading? Or 1indeed are You Magples reincarnate&? A &y
" r EEfﬁﬁ;lS unlikely that we can escape out of Div.,2 %
-t season (unless of course its into Div,.3)H
~rere's to a happy season and a Maldenhead v: Aresenal 's groundsman has been working overtime
eley league tie by 19963 lrecently, a Dblonde member of their first team squad
ley league tie by 1996/7. ' has been regularly coming to Highbury for extra training
Yours in Footie, Andy at night and for some reason when the groundsman starts
lwor‘k in the morning all the white lines have dis_appeared
# It is also rumoured that the same player will soon

® be moved to centre back as George Graham wants to 1nject
some speed into his defence.

T h
-
. I

S T'ATTO SAYS

In this column top media

personage, sex symbol and
N | N star of the smash hit series
COME ON OWN LS. o R RO TE Fantasy Football, dishes
Che dirt on his fellow stars.

Take it away Statlto---

WHO ILET PAUIL,

MCIDOWE.]L,1L, PASS

HTS HOMEBEMADE

. i __ - i | , _:l {’.'r o S - g ; | - S ~ HOTOS
CILICARETITES RO UJINID 5 SRt _ | 'WO SPACE FILLING PHOIC

T H

DRESS ING ROOM | BSR4 David Baddiel
e vy mion . PN is a®wanker
is a wanker

: B .0 B8V
'..1. . -l...




FEVER PITCH

As | expecl some of you already know Lhis is the
tle of Nick Hornby's award winning novel aboult his
fe and CLimes as a football supporter. [L is worth
a fiver of any fans money, bul.b it 18 of special
relevance to Maldonlans as Hornby was brouaht WMEp  1n
Lhe area.

The novel chronicles Hornby's life from the first
moment he stepped into a football ground, continuing
in diary stvle until the book's completion in 1991.
Maidenhead fans would particularly enjoy the countless
references to the area and the section devoted Lo non
league football which contains the following extracts:

" was there on the great day in '69 when they won
the Berks & Bucks Senior Cup beating Wolverton 3-0
in the final played at, I think, Chesham United's ground
And at Farnboerough once, a man came oubt of the clubhouse
and told the travelling fans to keep Che nolse down. ..
.1 became diverted by Che shouts of players. "PUut
him in the tea bar!" urged Maidenhead's Mick Chatterton,
our hero to a team mate faced with a particularly
tricky winger one afternoon. "

However Fever Pitch is not just a scrapbook of
reports and memories from a quarter of a century stood
on the terraces, but a compendium of tChoughts andz
reflections on almoat every football related subject
under the sun. For example Hornby believes the

iLbraction of non league football 1is in its 1ntrinsic
lack of professionalism which ultimately spoils the
cnjoyment ot watching Che higher levels of the game.
Added to this are Hornby's experliences outside football
which however obscure are always related back te the
game .

One overriding theme of the book 1s Hornby's evident
hatred of life 1n the Thames Valley, he vearns for
a Jlife in the bright lights of the big city. This
feelling is perhaps most strongly articulated when Hornby
describes his trip to see Arsenal play at Reading 1in
Lthe FA Cup of 1972, Hornby pretending to be a bona
fide Londoner 1s caught when a Rovals fan asks him
where he comes (rom, when the reply comes the fan shouts

""Maldenhead? But thats four miles down the road!
You shoulan't be supporting Arsenal chis atternoon,
You should be supporting your Jlocal team.” [ was
Lhe most humiliating moment of my teenage years. '

OQuibte right Loo, why be ashamed about where you
were born at the end of the day you can't do anything
about 1L,

All in all Fever Pitch 1s a book about being a [oot-
ball supporter rather than football itself, and although
[ wouldn't go as far as some who call it "the best
football book ever written", and despite its leading
role in making football trendy which 1n turn has | ed
to some people who don't know their Arsenal from thelr
Albion claiming Loy he eexperts on Lhe game. | think
the 200 or so pages amount Co a very bLhought provoking
read and a must for any committed follower oif the game.

STEVE JI1INMAN
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FI.EVEN

..

‘s a new fanzine produced 1n homage to the
heaven eleven which regularly tread t!’le Curf at Elnq
sark At the moment it is a pretty basic club fanzine,
w. match reports, previews on forthcoming away gamas;_,',
j'.h._.xi-_t_t;;.fg--:; page and articles on all toplical 1issues relati
However what 1t lacks 1n substance
makes up for in style, as 1t 1s sumptuously produced
illustrations and captions.
the freguent presence of

whole page Co 1its self
ls this your day job?
interested 1in Reading,

to Reading FC.
]

superb guality photoOs,
black mark however 1S
I ncluding has a
fuck is going on lads,
Wworth a read 1if vyour at all
little for anybody else.

PO Box 2120, Reading,
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BOG end newsPAPER
Another well produced
1 S

club fanzine, Bog Paper withs
its radical wviews on Tooting & Mitcham FC would be
of 1nterest to anybody involved in the non league scene.
Full of words and pictures about the Terrors and their
followers the Tooting Popular Front, its a bit pricey
but proceeds do goto the club. An 1nteresting
p i Che current issue details the story of thel

one" arrested at Abingdon (they don't like
in those parts), and an amusing fictional
page. One query 1s the use of two pages for
f{:urrent seasons stats, 1sn't that what programmes
Iror? |
from The Club Shop, T&M FC, surrey, CR4 2Z2MD..

all

| 1N
Tooting

sSstrangers

letters

Che

are

]
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M1tcham,

ONLY ONE REGGIE HARRIS ,
How surely legendary Aveley fanzine has reached
the grand old age of 23, and very good it is too. 4
Jispensing with any formal set up, each contributor
fﬂlil }f. r;;'r-.f&:z; his view on the current state of affairs!
Ir I_‘:if-ﬂ*::";t ATF}SL fur any real fan, they even pay Yyouj
iF I"hféirrjﬁ‘t- Dfi _Lf_‘IFJH__’_‘ hands (]D) The editor calls
wfr:“-:l',;;-f;l _;Jr.__.r,ld {iraf;rlfv: 1n the Diadora League if not the
beine) ij' and who am I to argue (for the time
e L r‘./uuk ever have Lo define the quintessential
S vl H%T%U?ﬁ JuEL point them in the direction of
‘reel Gardens, Tottenham, N17 (free with an SAE

REV I BE\WS

[ . MUNCHER

me of many Preston fanzines and for my money Ethis

s the best. Just about worth _t.he cover pric.fet (come
- Jhere else can you find the views of one S.Jinman),
< comprehensive coverage of Lancashire's greatest
Nob End. The pisstakes of the local rivals
coupled with CEthe gxcellent_ general content make 1C
essential readlng for any follower of North West or
i_(_;Wf}[”‘ divi_si(m Footbal].‘

£1 from 10 Esplanade, Preston,

(I
there
club tChe

PR1 4PJ.

coCcK A DOODLE DOO

| This Spurs fanzine is just what you'd expect from
4 Premier League c¢lub, slick production \:falues are
espoused 1in this A4 magazine with a premier price.
Personally, this sort of fanzine 1S the antithesis
~f what fanzines should be about, the opposite of Theres

Only One Reggie Harris. Still when all said and done
it is an entertaining read and still cheaper than the
programme. Surprisingly Cthough, desplte my gooner
heritage 1 was strangely unmoved by Cthe 1nev*1table
Arsenal piss takes, and quite amused by the digs atC

Nick Hornby.

£1 .50 from PO Box 6486, London, E8 20J.

THE FAR CORNER by HARRY PEARSON :
This book 1s a season long survey of foothall at

levels in the North East of England _Uﬁﬂuna the
and rather an impressive rgaq{ v1rtuallyrtg}
The book palnts a vivid and qccurgta
Mike) picture of foothall

all
title),
putdownable.

rdil | € ate .
according to my Geordie m _ ._ e |
f‘ul trure 1n the area. Instead of chapters the DOOK

is simply a journal of all the games Peaé‘shon Jiirat:;niz
in 1993/4 which amount to a mat‘?h oY m? - -gice~?: up
the area. In entertaining detail .P?ariont- bfm« clubs
cach match report with amusinng sStorles fdlr*f:ll; .-.;né-:‘dor.es
and supporters involved E”.‘d. ano-thert L:l[‘f:?‘-l L Reading
garnered from a 11 fetime l_L'*-*‘”‘g in L E:" ithi: hHaL'f-].ﬁ[-}QUL
fans will be particularly lﬁt?res?gdtqy ~hampions last
chapter which covers the visit 1Df C ti'u:rbilll s Bue
February. Entirely suitable fot dng th; ‘. f;ut:h-:)rs. warm
to the breadth of ¢lubs covered an LA

and humourous style. _
Available in hardback TOI

£9.99 from all good hookshops




AWAY THE ]_,ADS _
The next six weeks could prove crucial to the Magpies

ceason v vital games at home to Billericay and

Chertsey

3 Jlocal ‘
well as a possible run 1n the Berks and Bucks Cup;

'+ should be an excliting Clme.
Next issue: End of February.

Take it away Brian. ..

with the big match at Aldershot, dand
against Abingdon to look forward Lo &

Al the
best
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